XXX                                           INTRODUCTION.

One of the most important causes of the stability of
Hinduism is this toleration which implies adaptability
to its environment. Mahomedanism made but few con-
verts except among the Hinduised aborigines of Eastern
Bengal. Nor has Christianity been more successful
than Mahomedanism. The Indian converts to Chris-
tianity form a comparatively insignificant fraction of
the total population ; and they mostly belong to the
lower ranks of society. Not many educated Hindus now
embrace Christianity, The fact is, to quench his
spiritual thirst the Hindu has no need to search for
springs outside his religion. *

But Hinduism has been as intolerant of social heresy
as it has been tolerant of intellectual

or religious here*y<    The Proteaive
spirit of Hinduism in social matters
has been as injurious to progress as
the absence of that spirit in  religious and intellectual

concealed the sentiments of an athiest under the sacerdotal robes.
Reasoners of such a temper were scarcely inclined to wangle about
their respective modes of faith or of worship. It was indifferent to
them what shape the folly of the multitude might choose to assume/1
"Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire" Vol. I. Ch. II.

* According to the last Census, out o! a total population of $87,233,431,
there are 2,036,590 Christians of Indian and African descent in the whoU
empire (including Burma.)